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LESSON 26

Tetrachords and Major Scales -

The word TETRA means four. A TETRACHORD is a series of four notes having a pattern of
whole step, whole step, half step. The four notes of a tetrachord must be in alphabetical order.
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The MAJOR SCALE consists of eight notes—
two tetrachords joined by a whole step.

Each scale begins and ends on a note of
the same name, called the KEYNOTE.
A scale can begin on any note.

The tones of a scale are also called the DEGREES (or steps) of the scale.

There are eight degrees ~ £)2-
in a major scale: A B

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

In all major scales, half steps occur between the 3rd and 4th
and the 7th and 8th scale degrees.

The distances between all other scale degrees are whole steps.

Exercises -

n Write tetrachords starting on the following notes, then add the note names under the staff. The notes
must be in alphabetical order. Write where the whole (W) and half (H) steps occur above the staff.
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B Write whether the distance between each note is a whole step (W) or half step (H).
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The Flat Scales — F and B> Major , SR

Using the same pattern for tetrachords, you can build the flat scale of F major with the F and C
tetrachords. C is the 1st tetrachord of the C major scale.
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The B must be lowered to Bb to create a half step.
A Bb is used instead of A to stay in alphabetical order.

Using the same pattern for tetrachords, you can build the flat scale of B> major with the B> and F
tetrachords. Fis the 1st tetrachord of the F major scale.
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The E must be lowered to Eb to create a half step.
Important] An Eb is used instead of D# to stay in alphabetical order.

e The 4th scale degree of the C major scale (F) is the 1st scale degree of the F major scale.
e The 4th scale degree of the F major scale (Bb) is the 1st scale degree of the B> major scale.

Starting with the C major scale, the 4th scale degree is always the 1st scale degree (keynote) of
the following flat scale. This pattern continues through all the major flat scales.

Exercises

n Write tetrachords starting on the following notes, then add the notes names below the staff.
The notes must be in alphabetical order. Remember to include the necessary accidentals.
Write where the whole and half steps occur above the staff.
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B Write an F major scale.
Add the scale degrees €Y
and indicate where Z
the whole and half L4
steps occur.
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B Write a Bb major scale.
Add the scale degrees
and indicate where %)
the whole and half —a
steps occur.

Keynote



LESSON 2/
The Sharp Scales — G and D Major

Using the same pattern for tetrachords of whole step, whole step, half step, you can build the sharp
scale of G major with the G and D tetrachords. G is the 2nd tetrachord of the C major scale.
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The F must be raised to F to create a whole step.
An Ft is used instead of Gb to stay in alphabetical order.
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Using the same pattern for tetrachords, you can build the sharp scale of D major with the D and A
tetrachords. D is the 2nd tetrachord of the G major scale.
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The C must be raised to Cf to create a whole step.
A Ci is used instead of Db to stay in alphabetical order.
Important!

e The 2nd tetrachord of the C major scale is the 1st tetrachord of the G major scale.
e The 2nd tetrachord of the G major scale is the 1st tetrachord of the D major scale.

Starting with the C major scale, the 2nd tetrachord is always the 1st tetrachord of the following
sharp scale. This overlapping pattern continues through all the major sharp scales.

Exercises ——

n Write tetrachords starting on the following notes, then add the note names below the staff.
The notes must be in alphabetical order. Remember to include the necessary accidentals.
Write where the whole and half steps occur above the staff.
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H Write a G major scale.

Add the scale degrees 2):

and indicate where yd

the whole and half &

steps occur. -

B Write a D major scale.
Add the scale degrees —op2
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and indicate where

the whole and half



DEEEA AcTiviTy 1 Name/Class

Use after completing page 44 of Alfred’s
Essentials of Music Theory, Book 2.

Tetrachords (C, G and D), Whole and Half Steps

n The distance from any key on the keyboard to the very next key above or below it,
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whether black or white, is a

The distance from any key on the keyboard to two keys above

or below it is a

Write the following tetrachords using quarter notes. Use accidentals as needed.*

a. the 1st tetrachord of the G major scale b. the 1st tetrachord of the C major scale
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¢. the 2nd tetrachord of the C major scale d. the 2nd tetrachord of the G major scale
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e. the 1st tetrachord of the D major scale f. the 2nd tetrachord of the D major scale
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*Correct student answers may vary.

Write the letter name of the note for each
example below, using the keyboard as a guide.
Use the next note name (up or down) in
alphabetical order. This example uses all the
whole and half steps in the C, G and D tetrachords.

A half step above E is : k.

A half step below D is
A half step below F is
A half step above B is
A half step above Fi is
A half step below C is
A half step below G is

=~ a4 v 0 3 3

A half step above Ct is

w

A whole step above D is

A whole step below B is . t.
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A whole step above B is

A whole step above E is

. A whole step above A is

A whole step below E is
A whole step below Fi is
A whole step below C# is
A whole step above C is
A whole step above G is
A whole step below D is

A whole step below A is

4-24

3-60

100

4_.-.......n..-..-.nnnnnnnnﬂnﬂa‘rﬂf?lf’P’f'f‘f‘f’f"f"'“'”'Iqqqﬂ




n‘ \d d

/

L

(§

WU O W v W%

L A

ACTIVITY 2  Name/Class

Use after completing page 45.

Tetrachords (F, C and B), Whole and Half Steps

n Write a half note in each measure above or below the first half note as indicated. Use the next
note name (up or down) in alphabetical order. This example uses all the whole and half steps in

the F, C and B> tetrachords.

a. whole step  b. half step ¢. whole step  d.whole step e. half step f. whole step
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n Circle the incorrect note in each tetrachord below, 4-72
then write the correct note name below it.
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B The tones of a scale are called the (or steps) of the scale. >
n The keynote is the and note of a scale. 100
1-2
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