
Lessoru 5O

Tfu W (Dominant 7th) Cltord
!n many pieces, a \fr (dominant 7th) chord is used instead of a V (dominant) triad. To build a V/ chord,
add a minor 7th above the root of the V triad (or a minor 3rd above the 5th). The Vz is a chord and
not a triad because it has 4 notes rather than 3.

Dominant + minor 7th = Dominant 7th Dominant + minor 3rd = Dominant 7th

Often, the 5th of the V7 chord is omitted. The Vz chord then would have the same number of tones as
the I and IV chords while still retaining the quality of a 7th chord. This also allows the music to be sung
or performed by as few as three singers or instrumentalists.

The three primary chords are now l, lV and V7.

Exercises

E Write the Vz chord for each key. Write the key name and letter name of each chord.
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Fill in the missing notes in
the following Vz chords.
Which interval did you
add?

Write the following Vz
chords with the 5th
omitted-include the
accidentals.
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A A V7 chord is comprised of a

root, major 3rd, Perfect 5th,

and a

Use after completing page 77

@ AcrvlrY 5 Name/ctass

Identtfying V7 Chords

E A V7 chord is also called

E Write a note a minor 7th above each given note.

chord.

A Write the major key above the staff and the letter name of the V7 chord below the staff.

tr Write the letter name of each V7 chord.

c#7

tr Write the following V7 chords.

D7 fii
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